NOTICE OF INITIATION
Safeguard measure on certain steel products
Initiation of a Tariff Rate Quota Review 
Case No. TQ0078 

The Trade Remedies Authority (TRA) provides notice of initiation of a tariff rate quota review (TRQ review) in accordance with regulation 35B(5) of The Trade Remedies (Increase in Imports Causing Serious Injury to UK Producers) (EU Exit) Regulations 2019 (the Regulations).
Details of the measure currently imposed, including the tariff rate quotas, are set out in:
· Trade remedies notice 2025/12: Safeguarding measure: tariff-rate quota on steel goods 
The date of initiation of the review is 14 January 2026.

SUMMARY OF REASONS FOR INITIATING A TRQ REVIEW
Under regulation 35B(1) of the Regulations, the TRA may conduct a review to consider whether a tariff rate quota to which the goods are subject should be varied where it is satisfied that there is sufficient information indicating that there may have been a change of circumstances since the application of that tariff rate quota to those goods.
Regulation 35B(9) of the Regulations sets out a non-exhaustive list of what may constitute a change of circumstances. 
The TRA has received an application from a trade association representing the UK’s Metalforming industry, the Confederation of British Metalforming (“CBM” or “the Applicant”), addressed at 47 Birmingham Road, West Bromwich, West Midlands, B70 6PY, to undertake a TRQ review. 
The application has been brought by CBM on behalf of domestic manufacturers of metals products, including manufacturers of steel products like the goods subject to review.
The CBM has stated that its members have changed their import trading behaviour following the imposition of the tariff rate quota. The TRA has therefore conducted analysis using HMRC data which found that the tariff rate quota may have impacted traditional trade flows. In accordance with regulation 35B(9)(e) of the Regulations, this may indicate a change in circumstances.
The CBM has provided information indicating that there is no current viable domestic production capable of genuinely and sustainably supporting downstream UK metal manufacturers. 
The TRA has reviewed the information that has been provided in the application and is satisfied that this information indicates that there may have been a change of circumstances. 

THE GOODS SUBJECT TO REVIEW 
The specific product category which is being considered as part of this review is 
· Category 12A – alloy merchant bars and light sections. 
The applicant has requested that this TRQ review should consider all commodity codes within Category 12A of UK steel safeguard measures and remove all codes for which there is no current viable domestic production capable of supporting downstream UK industry. 

This is described in further detail in Annex 1.

SUMMARY OF THE ISSUES INVOLVED IN THE REVIEW  
This TRQ review will determine whether there has been a change of circumstances since the application of the relevant tariff rate quota, in accordance with regulations 35B(6) and 35B(9) of the Regulations, with regard to:
· The impact of the tariff rate quota on traditional trade flows
· If UK production of certain goods like those covered by category 12A has ceased.
When conducting a TRQ review, the TRA will refer to available information to determine whether there has been a change in circumstances since the application of the TRQ.
A change in circumstances may, among other things, be:
· the fact that the TRQ, or any part of the quota, has been exhausted;
· a change in demand for the relevant goods;
· the effect of an anti-dumping amount or a countervailing amount being applied to the relevant goods or like goods and directly competitive goods in the United Kingdom;
· there has been a trade diversion in relation to the imposition of anti-dumping, countervailing, safeguard or other trade measures by a foreign country or territory;
· there has been a change in the impact of the TRQ on traditional trade flows;
· the fact that imports from a developing country member of the WTO which have been excluded from the application of the TRQ can no longer be excluded under regulation 43 (developing country exception);
· the fact that imports from a developing country member of the WTO which have not been excluded from the application of the TRQ should be excluded under regulation 43.
During the TRQ review the TRA may consider:
· whether the amount or allocation of the TRQ is appropriate for domestic market conditions;
· the desirability of maintaining, as far as possible, traditional trade flows;
· whether certain goods subject to review should be removed from the safeguarding measures for product category 12A;
· any other factors that the TRA considers relevant

HOW TO TAKE PART IN THE TRQ REVIEW
Registration period
As part of the review, parties will have the opportunity to comment. 
Anyone interested in taking part in the review can register their interest and provide comments through the Trade Remedies Service by 23:59 UK time 25 January 2026. 
Anyone registering their interest after the registration period may not be able to participate fully in the review process.
Interested parties may request that the TRA conduct a hearing by using the Trade Remedies Service. For further information on hearings, please see our guidance on meetings, hearings and visits.
Please contact TQ0078@traderemedies.gov.uk if you have any difficulties using this service.
Anyone requesting that information be treated as confidential must demonstrate why and provide a non-confidential summary of that information or statement of reasons why it cannot be summarised. Please see our guidance on submitting confidential information and non-confidential summaries.
Please contact TQ0078@traderemedies.gov.uk if you cannot provide a non-confidential version. 
Interested parties and contributors
Once registered, interested parties and contributors can submit comments on any issues relevant to the review through the Trade Remedies Service.
Interested parties may include:
· the government(s) of the relevant foreign countries or territories;
· any overseas exporter, overseas producer or importer of the Goods Subject to Review;
· any trade or business association of overseas producers, overseas exporters or importers of the Goods Subject to Review;
· any producer of like goods and/or Directly Competitive Goods in the UK; and
· any trade or business association of UK producers of like goods and/or Directly Competitive Goods. 
Contributors are those, other than interested parties, who have notified the TRA to advise that that they would like to participate in the review. 
Like goods are goods which are like the Goods Subject to Review in all respects, or if there are no such goods, those which have characteristics closely resembling the Goods Subject to Review.
Directly Competitive Goods are goods produced in the UK which are directly competitive with the Goods Subject to Review, i.e. the imported goods subject to review.
SUMMARY OF REVIEW PROCESS
The period of investigation for this review is 1 October 2024 to 30 September 2025. This was selected because it is the most recent annual period that we have trade data for.
The review may involve the following process:
· inviting parties to register their interest in the review, which will include information gathering questions that will inform TRA decision-making.
· analysing information gathered;
· publication of a Statement of Intended Final Determination (SIFD), which will set out a summary of the facts considered during the review, how evidence submitted by interested parties has been used, and the recommendation which will be put forward for a Final Determination; 
· gathering comments on the SIFD - on publication of the SIFD we will set a period of time, which will be no longer than 10 days, during which parties will be able to comment on the SIFD; and 
· making a Final Determination on whether to maintain, vary or revoke the TRQ, taking into account whether it is in the public interest of the United Kingdom

[bookmark: _Hlk52455491]At the end of the review, a recommendation will be made by the TRA to the Secretary of State for Business and Trade (the Secretary of State) which may include provision for the TRQ measure to be maintained, varied or revoked. The Secretary of State will then decide whether to accept, reject or ask that the TRA reassess the recommendation. 

Sampling
Depending on the number of parties registering an interest in the review, we may consider it appropriate to limit examination to a sample of:
· categories of goods;
· UK producers;
· transactions for the purchase of the like goods and directly competitive goods in the UK; or
· anything else we consider appropriate to sample.

Oral hearings
Interested parties can request a hearing during the review process using the Trade Remedies Service.  
For further information about hearings, please see our Meetings, Hearings and Visits guidance.

Confidential information
Information provided during a review may be treated as confidential. Anyone requesting that information be treated as confidential must demonstrate why and provide:
· a non-confidential summary of that information; or
· where that is not possible, a statement of reasons explaining why the information should be treated as confidential, and why it cannot be summarised.

FURTHER INFORMATION
Our Trade Remedies Guidance provides more information about the investigations process, including our requirements for submitting and summarising confidential information.

Jessica Blakely and Carmen Suarez
Chief Executive Officers
Trade Remedies Authority
13 January 2026


Annex 1 

The specific product category which is being considered as part of this review is: 
Category 12A – alloy merchant bars and light sections 

The commodity codes cited in the applications are as below, with the corresponding goods subject to review also included (as the review will consider whether those goods should be removed from product category 12A). Each commodity code is accompanied by the commodity code description from the UK Integrated Online Tariff.  This is included for information:

	Category 12A (Alloy merchant bars and light sections)

	7228 3020 00
	Other bars and rods of other alloy steel; angles, shapes and sections, of other alloy steel; hollow drill bars and rods, of allow or non-alloy steel,
Other bars and rods, not further worked than hot-rolled, hot-drawn or extruded,
Of tool steel

	7228 3041 00
	Other bars and rods of other alloy steel; angles, shapes and sections, of other alloy steel; hollow drill bars and rods, of allow or non-alloy steel,
Other bars and rods, not further worked than hot-rolled, hot-drawn or extruded,
Containing by weight 0.9% or more but not more than 1.15% of carbon, 0.5% or more but not 2% of chromium and, if present, not more than 0.5% of molybdenum,
Of circular cross-section of a diameter of 80 mm or more

	7228 3061 00
	Other bars and rods of other alloy steel; angles, shapes and sections, of other alloy steel; hollow drill bars and rods, of allow or non-alloy steel,
Other bars and rods, not further worked than hot-rolled, hot-drawn or extruded,
Other,
Of circular cross-section of a diameter of 80 mm or more

	7228 3069 00
	Other bars and rods of other alloy steel; angles, shapes and sections, of other alloy steel; hollow drill bars and rods, of alloy or non-alloy steel, 
Other bars and rods, not further worked than hot-rolled, hot-drawn or extruded,
Other,
Of circular cross-section of a diameter of less than 80 mm

	7228 3070 00
	Other bars and rods of other alloy steel; angles, shapes and sections, of other alloy steel; hollow drill bars and rods, of allow or non-alloy steel,
Other bars and rods, not further worked than hot-rolled, hot-drawn or extruded, 
Other,
Of rectangular (other than square) cross-section, hot-rolled on four faces

	7228 3089 00
	Other bars and rods of other alloy steel; angles, shapes and sections, of other alloy steel; hollow drill bars and rods, of allow or non-alloy steel,
Other bars and rods, not further worked than hot-rolled, hot-drawn or extruded,
Other,
Other

	7228 6020 00
	Other bars and rods of other alloy steel; angles, shapes and sections, of other alloy steel; hollow drill bars and rods, of allow or non-alloy steel,
Other bars and rods,
Of tool steel,
All relevant 10-digit commodity codes (7228 6020 10, 7228 6020 90)

	7228 7010 00
	Other bars and rods of other alloy steel; angles, shapes and sections, of other alloy steel; hollow drill bars and rods, of allow or non-alloy steel, 
Angles, shapes and sections,
Not further worked than hot-rolled, hot-drawn or extruded



A full list of the commodity codes which are included in each category can be found in Trade remedies notice 2025/12: Safeguarding measure: tariff-rate quota on steel goods 

