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1. Smith Bullough, a division of Garton Ltd, is a manufacturer of nonstandard & special bolts based in Greater Manchester. 

2. We are a member of the CBM trade association and support their submission requesting a TRQ review. I have also attended meetings with members of Trade Remedies who understand my concerns.
3. We use round bar that falls within Category 12 A in our manufacturing process. This material was available from the Thrybergh Bar Mill in Rotherham, but that plant has not produced steel, either directly to us or from a steel stockholder, for a long time.

4. The material specification of the grade 12A steel must conform to ISO 898.1 (2013), and alternatives are not acceptable.

5. Section 4 above means that we must import the steel, and this does not help our company or the UK economy.

6. The safeguarding tariffs applied to Category 12A steel are complete nonsense. The threat of quarterly tariffs is stressful for people who need this material to manufacture and generate wealth in the UK.
7. Although the existing quota levels may not be filled at present, the situation can quickly change if the economy improves.

8. When tariffs are imposed, the resultant cost increases cannot be passed on to customers. Margins are tight, and this scenario is difficult for the business.

9. The threat of punitive tariffs, if unresolved, will encourage production to be moved outside the UK.
10. For the sake of UK fastener manufacturing, the Government must sort out the British Steel/ Liberty Steel issues and return these plants to efficient & full production. Until this happens and a proven supply route is achieved, tariffs on grade 12 A should be withdrawn.
T.A.Garton
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