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	Period of Investigation:
	1 October 2024 – 30 September 2025

	
	

	Deadline for response:
	25th January 2026

	
	

	Case Team Contact:
	TQ0077@traderemedies.gov.uk

	
	

	Completed on behalf of:
	Government of the Republic of Korea

	
	

	Party type (select most relevant party types): 
	

	X   Government of a foreign country or territory 
☐   Overseas exporter of the goods subject to review
☐   Importer of the goods subject to review
☐   UK Producer of the like goods or directly competitive goods
☐   Trade or business association of the like goods, directly competitive goods, or goods subject to review
☐   Overseas producer of the goods subject to review 
☐   Other (contributor)



When you have completed this form, indicate the confidentiality status of this document by placing an X in the relevant box below and in the header. We strongly recommend this questionnaire to be completed on the computer, so this step is easy to complete:

☐ Confidential
X  Non-Confidential – will be made publicly available

Parties providing confidential information should also provide a non-confidential summary of that information or a statement of reasons why it cannot be summarised. Both copies must be returned to the TRA using the Trade Remedies Service (www.trade-remedies.service.gov.uk) by 25 January 2026.
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[bookmark: _Toc213667374]

[bookmark: _Toc219133073]TRQ review
Under regulation 35B(1) of the Regulations, the TRA may conduct a review to consider whether a tariff rate quota (TRQ) to which the goods are subject should be varied or revoked  where it is satisfied that there is sufficient information indicating that there may have been a change of circumstances since the application of that TRQ to those goods. As part of the review, the TRA may consider:
· Whether the amount or allocation of the TRQ is appropriate for domestic market conditions;
· The desirability of maintaining, as far as possible, traditional trade flows;
· Any other factors that it considers relevant.

[bookmark: _Toc219133074]Change in circumstances
The TRA will review trade data on Categories 4 and 7 to determine if there has been a change of circumstances which corresponds with the provisions in regulation 35B(9) of The Trade Remedies (Increase in Imports Causing Serious Injury to UK Producers) (EU Exit) Regulations 2019 (the Regulations).
[bookmark: _Toc219133075]Scope of the review
The TRA will consider whether the tariff rate quotas to which certain steel products are subject should be varied. The TRA will consider whether certain commodity codes in categories 4 and 7 which have been specified in the applications should be removed from the safeguard measure.
The following commodity codes are the goods subject to review, in accordance with requests in the applications: 
Category 4 – metallic coated sheet
7210 6100 20
7210 6900 80

Category 7 – non-alloy and other alloy quarto plates
7208 5191 00
7208 5291 00  
7208 5198 00
7208 5120 00
7208 5299 00
7208 5120 10

For more information about this case including further details about the goods subject to review, you may refer to the Notice of Initiation published at:
https://www.trade-remedies.service.gov.uk/public/case/TQ0077/submission/b1168828-12d3-49f7-9a59-013da369906d/ 
[bookmark: _Toc213667375][bookmark: _Toc219133076]Instructions
[bookmark: _Toc213667376][bookmark: _Toc219133077]I – Who should complete this form 
[bookmark: _Hlk6411388]You should complete this form if you wish to register your interest in the TRQ review and comment on the proposed changes to the TRQ concerning Categories 4 and 7. The applications are available on the public file.
[bookmark: _Toc10642844][bookmark: _Toc10708170][bookmark: _Toc213667377][bookmark: _Toc219133078]II – Note about confidentiality
Anyone requesting that information be treated as confidential must demonstrate to the TRA good cause as to why the TRA must treat such information as confidential and provide a non-confidential summary of that information or a statement of reasons why it cannot be summarised. 
Please ensure that each page of information you provide is clearly marked either “Confidential” or “Non-Confidential” in the header.
It is your responsibility to ensure that the non-confidential version does not contain any confidential information, which includes personal contact information, names and signatures. 
All information provided to the Trade Remedies Authority (TRA) in confidence will be treated accordingly, only used for this review, and will be stored in protected systems.
The non-confidential version of your submission may be placed on the public file, which is available on:
https://www.trade-remedies.service.gov.uk/public/case/TQ0077/#public-file 


[bookmark: _Toc219133079][bookmark: _Toc213667378]Registration questions
[bookmark: _Toc219133080]Section A – Your organisation’s interest in the review
To register your organisation’s interest in this TRQ review you must complete question A1. All other questions are optional and can be left blank.
A1. Please describe your interest in this TRQ review:
	1. Introduction

Pursuant to the Notice of Initiation of a Tariff Rate Quota Review, the Government of the Republic of Korea (“GOK”) – represented by the Ministry of Trade, Industry and Resources as the competent authority for international trade – qualifies as an interested party. The GOK hereby registers its interest in the present TRQ Review. 

The Republic of Korea is a significant and reliable supplier of steel products to the United Kingdom, including products falling under Categories 4 and 7 of the UK steel safeguard measure. Korean steel suppliers have maintained long-standing trade relationships with UK downstream industries, providing essential materials for key sectors such as construction, automotive, shipbuilding, offshore wind power, and infrastructure development. The GOK therefore has a substantial interest in ensuring that trade in these products can continue to flow in a manner that meets UK market demand while maintaining traditional trade patterns.

2. Grounds for Interest 

The GOK has a direct and legitimate interest in this review because the current TRQ structure – specifically the introduction of country-specific caps effective as of 1 July 2025 – has significantly constrained the supply of Korean steel products to the UK. This restriction has occurred notwithstanding continued and robust demand from UK users. As evidenced by the applications triggering this review, these constraints have led to material supply shortages, compelling UK downstream industries to seek relief.
Accordingly, the GOK supports the applications submitted by the International Steel Trade Association (ISTA) and Babcock International Group for the exclusion of the following commodity codes:

· 7208 5191 Flat rolled products of iron or non-alloy steel, of a width of <=2050mm, not in coils, simply hot rolled, not clad, plated or coated of a thickness of >10mm but <15mm, without patterns in relief (excl. wide flats) 
· 7208 5291 As above, of a width of >=2050mm of a thickness of >=4.75mm but <=10mm 
· 7208 5198 As above, of a width of <2050mm of a thickness >=10mm but <=15mm 
· 7208 5120 >15mm no width restriction 
· 7208 5299 4.75mm-10mm <2050mm wide

3. Key Observations and Position

The GOK submits the following key observations regarding the necessity of the proposed exclusions:

· Absence of Domestic Production (Non-Competing Goods): The products subject to this review are either not produced in the UK or are not available in the required specifications. For Category 4 (Aluzinc and Aluminized coated sheets), there is no equivalent domestic production capability. For Category 7, the sole UK producer (Spartan UK) is technically limited to manufacturing plates up to 2,100mm in width, rendering products exceeding 2,050mm effectively unavailable from domestic sources.

· No Injury to UK Industry: Given the absence of domestic manufacturing for these specific codes, their exclusion from the safeguard measure would not cause injury to UK producers. These imports function as essential raw materials rather than competing goods.

· Supply Constraints and Market Distortion: Korea is a dominant supplier of these products, accounting for over 70% of UK imports for Category 4 products (7210.61 and 7210.69) during the POI (Source: ISSB). However, the implementation of country-specific caps (15% for Category 4 and 20% for Category 7) in July 2025 has created artificial supply bottlenecks. Market data indicates a decline in imports of 27.8% for coated products and 7.3% for plates compared to the previous period, directly contradicting the needs of the UK market.

· Adverse Impact on UK Downstream Industries: The current restrictions have introduced severe uncertainty and unjustifiable costs for UK importers. Korean exporters are increasingly unable to meet the supply commitments requested by UK buyers due to quota exhaustion risks. This shortage critically impacts major UK industries, including construction (roofing materials), automotive (exhaust systems), and the marine plant sector.

· Alignment with UK Strategic Interests: The products in question, particularly wide quarto plates (exceeding 2,050mm), are critical components for large-scale infrastructure, shipbuilding, and offshore wind power generation—strategic sectors that the UK government is actively promoting for national economic growth and energy transition.

4. Conclusion 

In light of the above, the Government of Korea respectfully requests that the TRA support the exclusion of the specified commodity codes.




[bookmark: _Toc213667379][bookmark: _Toc219133081]Section B – Questions concerning category 4 and 7 products

B1. If you are a UK producer of category 4 or 7 products or goods that are directly competitive with these product categories OR an overseas exporter or producer of the goods subject to review, please state which relevant products you produced during the POI or have the facilities to produce at a 10-digit commodity code level. 
Please provide evidence to support this, such as documentation of production facilities capable of producing category 4 or 7 products, or any other evidence that demonstrates that your organisation can produce category 4 or 7 products.
	Major Korean steel producers that manufacture and export products subject to the UK TRQ measures, specifically categories 4 and 7, are directly concerned by the present TRQ review and stand ready to meet the demands of the UK market.

1. Category 4 (Metallic Coated Sheets) 

With respect to Category 4, leading Korean producers—including POSCO Steeleon, KG Dongbu Steel, and Dongkuk CM—operate advanced continuous galvanising and coating lines. These facilities possess the specialized capacity to manufacture high-value specifications, including:
· Aluminium-zinc alloy coated steel (Galvalume, HS 7210.61.0020)
· Aluminium-coated steel (Aluminized, HS 7210.69.0080)

2. Category 7 (Quarto Plates) 

Regarding Category 7, Korea’s major integrated steelmakers—namely POSCO, Hyundai Steel, and Dongkuk Steel—operate world-class plate rolling facilities. These mills are capable of producing a comprehensive range of non-alloy and other alloy Quarto plates, including wide-width and heavy-thickness specifications that are currently in short supply in the UK.

3. Technical Standards and Production Capacity 

These Korean producers have a proven track record of supplying the UK market with products that strictly adhere to UK and European technical standards. Detailed technical specifications, production capabilities, and facility certifications for the above-mentioned producers are publicly verifiable through their respective corporate filings and technical catalogues. This documentation confirms their readiness and capacity to supply the relevant products under categories 4 and 7 to support UK downstream industries.




B2. If you are a UK importer of category 4 or 7 products, please state which relevant products that you have imported during the POI at a 10-digit commodity code level.  
Please provide supporting evidence such as purchase invoices or contracts with suppliers.Not Applicable


B3. If you are a UK importer of category 4 or 7 products, have you attempted to purchase the like goods or directly competitive goods from UK producers. If this attempt did not result in procurement of the like goods or directly competitive goods from a UK supplier, please explain why your organisation chose to use an overseas supplier instead.
Please provide supporting evidence, such as procurement process documentation.Not Applicable


B4. Please comment on whether there are any goods produced in the UK that are directly competitive with the category 4 and 7 products captured by the commodity codes listed within the scope of this review. If so, please explain to what extent are these goods directly competitive. 
Please provide supporting evidence, such as documents proving common use cases.
	Structural Reliance on Imports and Absence of Domestic Competition

1. General Observation 

While a limited number of UK steel producers manufacture certain products falling under categories 4 and 7, the specific commodity codes subject to the present TRQ review cannot be supplied by the domestic industry. In many critical specifications, the UK market is structurally reliant on overseas sources due to inherent limitations in domestic production capabilities.

2. Category 4 (No Domestic Production) 

With respect to category 4, there are currently no production facilities in the UK (or the wider European market) capable of manufacturing Aluminium-zinc alloy coated steel ("Galvalume", HS 721061) or Aluminium-coated steel ("Aluminized", HS 721069). Consequently, these imports do not compete directly with UK-produced goods, as there is no equivalent domestic production ("like product") to protect. Nevertheless, demand for these products remains robust, particularly in the construction sector for roofing, cladding, and building envelope applications, necessitating full reliance on overseas sourcing.

3. Category 7 (Width Limitations) 

Regarding category 7, the sole domestic steel mill producing plate products is technically constrained to manufacturing plates with widths below 2,100 mm.
· Narrow Plates (<2,050mm): It is acknowledged that domestic capacity exists for commodity codes covering plates with widths below 2,050 mm (e.g., 7208.52.9900 and 7208.51.9800).
· Wide Plates (>2,050mm): However, for plate products exceeding 2,050 mm in width, domestic production is unavailable. UK users requiring these wider specifications are structurally dependent on imports.

4. Consistency with Prior UK Determinations

This distinction in production capability has already been formally recognized by UK authorities. Notably, in the Anti-Dumping Investigation AD0071 (Hot-rolled steel plate from South Korea), plate products exceeding 2,050 mm in width were explicitly excluded from the scope of the investigation. This exclusion served as an official acknowledgement that such products are not produced by the UK industry. The same logic regarding the absence of domestic production must consistently apply to the present safeguard review.

5. In light of the foregoing, it would be inappropriate to treat the products covered by the specific commodity codes under review as "directly competitive" with UK-produced goods. Direct competition exists, if at all, only for a limited subset of specifications (narrower plates), and explicitly does not extend to the non-produced, high-value goods that are the subject of this review.




B5. Please comment on whether it is likely that UK producers of the like goods or directly competitive goods would be injured if the goods subject to review were removed from the safeguard measure. If so, please comment on how significant this injury would be.
Please provide supporting evidence.
	The removal of the products concerned from the safeguard measure is unlikely to cause material injury to UK producers as follows.

1. Absence of Injury to Domestic Producers 

As noted above, a significant portion of the products subject to the present TRQ review are either not produced in the UK or are available domestically only to a negligible extent. Consequently, excluding these products from the safeguard measure poses no risk of material injury to UK producers of like or directly competitive goods, as there is effectively no domestic industry to protect.

2. Critical Impact on Downstream Users

By contrast, UK downstream users in key sectors—such as construction, infrastructure, energy, and manufacturing—are structurally reliant on the products subject to review. These industries have already experienced severe supply shortages and procurement difficulties under the current TRQ framework. Ensuring stable and unhindered access to these essential inputs is, therefore, critical for maintaining the stability and competitiveness of the entire UK supply chain.




[bookmark: _Toc219133082]Section C – Further comments concerning the applications and any other aspect of this TRQ review

C1. Please provide any further comments concerning the applications or any other aspects of this TRQ review.
	Request for Immediate Removal 

The GOK respectfully urges the immediate removal of TRQ measures on categories 4 and 7. Evidence confirms that UK producers lack the operational capacity to manufacture Aluzinc, Aluminised steel, and Quarto plates exceeding 2,050mm, meaning there is no domestic industry to protect. Continuing tariffs on these non-substitutable imports merely penalizes UK downstream sectors—such as construction and renewable energy—by imposing unjustifiable costs. Therefore, pursuant to Regulation 35B(7)(c) of the 2019 Safeguard Regulations, the measures must be revoked to prevent further economic injury to UK users dependent on global supply chains.
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