	[bookmark: _Hlk43194599][image: ]
	
	
[bookmark: _Hlk43194575]Trade Remedies Authority
☐ Confidential	☐ Non-Confidential





Registration Form
[bookmark: _Hlk105431538]Tariff Rate Quota Review
Case No. TQ0066

	Period of Investigation:
	1 January 2024 to 31 December 2024

	
	

	Deadline for response:
	09 April 2025

	
	

	Case Team Contact:
	TQ0066@traderemedies.gov.uk

	
	

	Completed on behalf of:
	Click or tap here to enter text.


	
	

	Party type (select): 
	☐   

✅
	UK producer 

Other
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In conducting the TRQ review, the TRA will consider whether there has been a change in circumstances since the application of the relevant tariff rate quota (see below). As part of the review, the TRA may consider:

· Whether the amount or allocation of the tariff rate quota is appropriate for domestic market conditions;
· The desirability of maintaining, as far as possible, traditional trade flows;
· Any other factors that it considers relevant.


[bookmark: _Hlk105433717]Scope of the review

This TRQ review will consider whether the tariff rate quotas to which certain steel products are subject should be varied. These product categories are:

1 – non-alloy and other alloy hot-rolled sheet and strip (split into categories 1A and 1B – authorised use)
4 – metallic coated sheet 
5 – organic coated sheet 
6 – tin mill products 
7 – non-alloy and other alloy quarto plates 
12 – merchant bars and light sections (split into categories 12A (alloy merchant bars and light sections), and 12B (non-alloy merchant bars and light sections)) 
13 – rebar 
16 – non-alloy and other alloy wire rod 
17 – angles, shapes, and sections of iron or non-alloy steel 
19 – railway material 
20 – gas pipe 
21 – hollow section 
25 – large welded tube (split into categories 25A (large welded tube (1)) and 25 B (large welded tube (2)) 
26 – other welded tube 
 
A full list of the commodity codes which are included in each category can be found in Trade remedies notice 2024/06: safeguard measure: tariff-rate quota on steel goods.

[bookmark: _Hlk105433755]
For more information about this case, you may refer to the Notice of Initiation published at: www.trade-remedies.service.gov.uk/public/cases.
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[bookmark: _Toc189576239]I – Who should complete this form 

You should complete this form if you wish to register your interest in the TRQ review.
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[bookmark: _Toc10642844][bookmark: _Toc10708170][bookmark: _Toc189576240]II – Note about confidentiality
Anyone requesting that information be treated as confidential should provide a non-confidential summary of that information or a statement of reasons why it cannot be summarised. 
Please ensure that each page of information you provide is clearly marked either “Confidential” or “Non-Confidential” in the header.
It is your responsibility to ensure that the non-confidential version does not contain any confidential information, which includes personal contact information, names and signatures. 
All information provided to the Trade Remedies Authority (TRA) in confidence will be treated accordingly, only used for this review, and will be stored in protected systems.
The non-confidential version of your submission may be placed on the public file, which is available on www.trade-remedies.service.gov.uk/public/cases.



[bookmark: _Toc189576241]Section A – Your organisation’s interest in the review

To register your organisation’s interest in this TRQ review, please complete the text boxes below.

[bookmark: _GoBack]A1. Please describe your interest in this TRQ review: (Non-Confidential)
I. Introduction
1. The Korea Iron and Steel Association ("KOSA"), as a representative body of the Korean steel industry, submits its views on United Kingdom’s ongoing review of the steel safeguard measure, the scope of which was expanded on 26 March 2025 to cover an assessment of whether the tariff rate quotas applicable to certain steel products should be varied in view of changed circumstances (TQ0066). 
2. KOSA respectfully provides the following comments on the review of steel safeguards, focusing on the two points: (i) comments on the TRQ review; and (ii) retention of the status quo.
II. Comments on the TRQ Review
3. One of the primary concerns is the potential for supply disruptions in metallic coated sheets (Category 4) and non-alloy and other alloy quarto plates (Category 7).
4. The European Commission recently reinforced its safeguard measures on 26 March 2025, and this action is likely to cause EU steel producers to prioritize domestic sales over exports. As a result, the volume of EU steel exported to the UK may decline significantly, potentially disrupting supply for certain steel categories.
5. The UK is notably dependent on EU imports for these products—50% of metallic coated sheets and 76% of non-alloy and other alloy quarto plates (Category 7) imports in 2024 were sourced from the EU. Given this dependence and the possibility of reduced EU export availability, the UK steel market faces a considerable risk of supply shortages.


[bookmark: _Hlk105432157]< UK Imports of Category 5, 7 from EU and Non-EU Countries (K tons, %) >
Product
Source
2022
2023
2024
Share(2024)
Category 5
EU
493
524
503
50%

Non-EU
524
451
495
50%
Category 7
EU
255
266
237
76%

Non-EU
61
66
73
24%
* Source: International Steel Statistics Bureau (ISSB)
6. In response to this situation, we respectfully request the establishment of new country-specific tariff rate quotas (TRQs) for Korean exports of metallic coated sheets (Category 4) and non-alloy and other alloy quarto plates (Category 7). 
7. Korea has been a stable and reliable supplier of these products to UK customers, and the introduction of dedicated quotas would allow UK buyers to plan procurement more predictably. Korean steel is globally recognized for its superior quality, consistent supply performance, and strong service capabilities. These attributes have earned the trust of UK buyers and contribute to the health of the UK economy. Therefore, we believe that country-specific TRQs for Korean metallic coated sheets (Category 4) and non-alloy and other alloy quarto plates (Category 7) would serve the mutual interests of both nations.
8. In accordance with Article 5 of the WTO Agreement on Safeguards, we propose that the quotas for Korean products be based on the average import volumes from the past three (2022-2024) years.
< UK Imports of Category 4, 7 from Korea (K tons, %) >
Source
2022
2023
2024
3-Year Average
Category 4
76,405
93,498
118,057
95,987
Category 7
26,829
42,232
42,444
37,168
* Source: International Steel Statistics Bureau (ISSB)
** Commodity Codes for Category 4 are 721030, 721041, 721049, 721220, 721230, 72251, 722592 / for Category 7 are 720840, 720851, 720852, 720853, 720890, 721921, 721922, 721923, 722540, 722599


[bookmark: _Toc189576242]III. Retention of the Status Quo
9. In addition to the above, KOSA would like to provide the following comments: (i) maintain the carry-over system; (ii) no caps in residual quotas; (iii) maintain the level of liberalization.
10. First, we strongly recommend maintaining the current carry-over system for unused quotas between quarters. The withdrawal of such a system, as was recently done by the EU, would reduce the flexibility of exporters and hinder effective shipment planning. Given the shipping environment between Korea and the UK—where maritime transport delays and port congestion, particularly at Liverpool, are common—the carry-over system is crucial for mitigating customs clearance delays and ensuring timely delivery.
11. Secondly, we urge the UK not to introduce quarterly limits on residual quotas. Unlike the EU, where such limits were introduced due to rapid early-quarter quota exhaustion, the UK has not experienced similar issues. Imposing quarterly caps in the UK context would be unnecessary and could create additional market uncertainty, disrupting trade flows without providing meaningful benefit.
12. Lastly, we request that the current rate of liberalisation for safeguard quotas be maintained. Under the WTO Agreement on Safeguards, member countries are obliged to gradually liberalise such measures over time. With only one year remaining in the current safeguard period, making changes to the liberalisation schedule would likely confuse the market and complicate procurement planning. We believe that maintaining the current rate is essential to ensuring market stability and supply continuity.
IV. Conclusion
13. In light of growing uncertainties in the global trade landscape, it is more important than ever for like-minded partners to stand together in defending the rules-based international order and preserving established trade flows. Doing so is essential to safeguarding the stability and predictability of our supply chains. We respectfully trust that the above comments will be duly considered in your Authority’s recommendation to the Secretary of Business and Trade.
14. 


Section B – Additional information 

B1. Please use the box to provide information about anything else you consider relevant to this TRQ review:

Click or tap here to enter text.
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