

	[bookmark: _Hlk43194599][image: ]
	
	
[bookmark: _Hlk43194575]Trade Remedies Authority
Non-Confidential





Registration Form
[bookmark: _Hlk105431538]Tariff Rate Quota Review – Developing Country Exception
Case No. TQ0066

	Period of Investigation:
	1 January 2024 to 31 December 2024

	
	

	Deadline for response:
	14 March 2025

	
	

	Case Team Contact:
	TQ0066@traderemedies.gov.uk

	
	

	Completed on behalf of:
	Belmont and Knott Ltd


	
	

	Party type (select): 
	☐   

☐
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Other









When you have completed this form, indicate the confidentiality status of this document by placing an X in the relevant box below and in the header. We strongly recommend this questionnaire to be completed on the computer, so this step is easy to complete:
☐Confidential
☐Non-Confidential – will be made publicly available

Parties providing confidential information should also provide a non-confidential summary of that information or a statement of reasons why it cannot be summarised. Both copies must be returned to the TRA using the Trade Remedies Service (www.trade-remedies.service.gov.uk) by 14 March 2025. 
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In conducting this TRQ review, the TRA will consider whether there has been a change in circumstances since the application of the relevant tariff rate quota (see below). As part of the review, the TRA may consider:

· Whether the amount or allocation of the tariff rate quota is appropriate for domestic market conditions;
· The desirability of maintaining, as far as possible, traditional trade flows;
· Any other factors that it considers relevant.

[bookmark: _Hlk105433717]
Change in circumstances

The TRA has reviewed trade data which indicates that there may have been a change of circumstances which corresponds with the provisions in regulation 35B(9)(f) and regulation 35B(9)(g) of The Trade Remedies (Increase in Imports Causing Serious Injury to UK Producers) (EU Exit) Regulations 2019 (the Regulations). This data indicates that the import levels from certain developing countries have changed since the application of the measure. The TRA is now reviewing this data to determine whether the list of developing countries not currently excepted from the application of the tariff rate quotas should be amended.
 

Scope of the review

This TRQ review will consider the developing country exceptions as it applies across the following product categories:

1 – non-alloy and other alloy hot-rolled sheet and strip (split into categories 1A and 1B) 
4 – metallic coated sheet 
5 – organic coated sheet 
6 – tin mill products 
7 – non-alloy and other alloy quarto plates 
12 – merchant bars and light sections (split into categories 12A (alloy merchant bars and light sections), and 12B (non-alloy merchant bars and light sections)) 
13 – rebar 
16 – non-alloy and other alloy wire rod 
17 – angles, shapes, and sections of iron or non-alloy steel 
19 – railway material 
20 – gas pipe 
21 – hollow section 
25 – large welded tube (split into categories 25A (large welded tube (1)) and 25 B (large welded tube (2)) 
26 – other welded tube 
 
A full list of the commodity codes which are included in each category can be found in Trade remedies notice 2024/06: safeguard measure: tariff-rate quota on steel goods. 

[bookmark: _Hlk105433755]Note that:

· Category 1 was split into Category 1A and Category 1B with effect from 1 October 2024. See: Trade remedies notice 2024/08: safeguard measure: tariff-rate quota on steel goods; and

· the definitive safeguarding remedy on Category 2 was revoked by the Secretary of State with effect from 23 January 2025. See: Trade remedies notice 2025/02: Safeguarding measure on category 2 steel products 

For more information about this case, you may refer to the Notice of Initiation published at: www.trade-remedies.service.gov.uk/public/cases.
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[bookmark: _Toc190264841]I – Who should complete this form 

You should complete this form if you wish to register your interest in the TRQ review.
[bookmark: _Hlk6411388]

[bookmark: _Toc10642844][bookmark: _Toc10708170][bookmark: _Toc190264842]II – Note about confidentiality
Anyone requesting that information be treated as confidential must demonstrate to the TRA good cause as to why the TRA must treat such information as confidential, and provide a non-confidential summary of that information or a statement of reasons why it cannot be summarised. 
Please ensure that each page of information you provide is clearly marked either “Confidential” or “Non-Confidential” in the header.
It is your responsibility to ensure that the non-confidential version does not contain any confidential information, which includes personal contact information, names and signatures. 
All information provided to the Trade Remedies Authority (TRA) in confidence will be treated accordingly, only used for this review, and will be stored in protected systems.
The non-confidential version of your submission may be placed on the public file, which is available on www.trade-remedies.service.gov.uk/public/cases.
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To register your organisation’s interest in this TRQ review, please complete the text boxes below.

A1. Please describe your interest in this TRQ review:
Belmont and Knott Ltd is a privately owned Steel Trading company, established in the UK for a substantial period of time and predominantly supplying the private steel stockholding and processing sector. Historically, imports have been in categories 1, 4, 7 and 17. We have strong views regarding the TRQ and we wish to participate in the review. 
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B1. Please use the box to provide information about anything else you consider relevant to this TRQ review:
Belmont and Knott Ltd has noticed the intention to review the TRQ for a substantial number of steel products. We supply a large number of private steel stockists and processors who depend upon imports to fulfil the downstream manufacturing requirements. 
Our largest area of importation involves category 4 products. Currently there are substantial individual quotas for EU, Taiwan and Turkey which are greatly under used and reasonable quotas for India and “Others” which are normally utilised in full and in the case of “Others” at a very early stage in the relevant quarter.
Whilst we understand that the total quota may be too large, its origin allocation is misguided for the current market scenario. 
The request from UK Steel for a 15% cap of any specific origin within the “Other” origin is unnecessary and would make shipping from far afield impractical. 
Please be further aware that the individual product codes within the categories is inappropriate in so much as Aluminium coated steel and Aluzinc coated steel are not even produced by the home manufacturer (TATA). Equally, the home producer is unable to produce the full range of sizes and qualities that the downstream manufacturers require.



Zinc Magnesium coated steel is a much-used category of steel for the manufacturer of Solar Panel frames. Whilst TATA are able in a general way to produce this product, they are unable to supply the grades, and in some instances dimensions, that this important industry requires. Once again, this product comes under category 4 and a restriction of supply would be disastrous for this very important sector of manufacturing which is fundamental to the country’s renewable energy plans.  
Please also be aware of the following regarding category 17. Press reports are suggesting that British Steel is on the verge of ceasing production of Beams. Any restriction of inflow would be catastrophic to UK building and construction sector.

To re-iterate our initial points, we believe there needs to be a serious review of the TRQ, particularly with so much unused quota from the EU. We can see no benefit to further restricting the total individual quotas from “Other” origins. 
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