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Anti-Dumping Questionnaire 
(Downstream Industries)

Case AD0047: Certain Excavators exported from the People’s Republic of China 










	Deadline for response:
	28 February 2024

	
	

	Contact details:
	AD0047@traderemedies.gov.uk 

	
	

	Completed on behalf of:
	Fox Group Equipment Sales












When you have completed this form, indicate the confidentiality status of this document by placing an X in the relevant box below:

☐ Confidential
X Non-Confidential – will be made publicly available

Please note that you will have to provide a Confidential and a Non-Confidential version of the questionnaire, as well as any additional documents you append. All documents should be uploaded to the Trade Remedies Service (www.trade-remedies.service.gov.uk) by 28 February 2024.
[bookmark: _Toc130373733][bookmark: _Toc130382537]About us, this case and this questionnaire
The Trade Remedies Authority (TRA) investigates whether trade remedies are needed to prevent injury to UK industry. The TRA has been established to provide the UK with its own independent trade remedies system.

The purpose of this questionnaire is to gather information for the TRA investigation into Certain Excavators from the People’s Republic of China (PRC). 

Products under investigation
This investigation covers ‘Certain Excavators’ exported from the PRC, described as:

· Self-propelled track-laying (i.e. tracked) excavators with a 360° revolving superstructure and with an operating weight of 11,000 kg (i.e. 11 tonnes) or more.

These excavators are classifiable within the following commodity code: 8429 5210 00.

The units of measurement to be used in this investigation include kilogram (KG) and metric tonne (MT). For clarity where we refer to ‘ton’ in the goods description we do not mean the imperial measurement. For the purpose of this investigation ton refers to 1000kg, or metric tonne.


These products are subject to an anti-dumping investigation. Further information about the investigation can be found on the public file: https://www.trade-remedies.service.gov.uk/public/case/AD0047. 

[bookmark: _Toc130373734][bookmark: _Toc130382538][bookmark: _Toc32327982][bookmark: _Toc130373740][bookmark: _Toc130382543]Why should I take part?
Your responses will help us to determine the likely effect that imposing trade remedy measures (such as tariffs) on these products would have on UK industries that buy and sell them. 

Please note that we are interested in hearing from you even if you do not source Certain Excavators from the PRC. 

Preparing confidential and non-confidential versions
Please note that you will need to provide both confidential and a non-confidential version of the questionnaire. This is so that we can publish the non-confidential version of your information on our public file. This enables parties involved in a case to view and understand the evidence being considered and would give them an opportunity to defend their own interests.

Where you consider information to be confidential please provide a non-confidential summary of the information or, where that is not possible, a statement explaining why the information should be treated as confidential, and why it cannot be summarised. See our guidance on how we handle confidential information for details of how to prepare your non-confidential version. 

Please ensure that each page of information you provide is clearly marked either “Confidential” or “Non-Confidential” in the header and submit both versions thorough the Trade Remedies Service by 28 February 2024. 

Our trade remedies guidance provides general information about our investigations and processes we follow.

If you have any questions or difficulties in completing the questionnaire, please contact the Case Team at AD0047@traderemedies.gov.uk. 

Many thanks for your cooperation. 



Information about your company

1. Please provide some information about the products sold by your company, including:

· any product(s) that your company produces/sells related to Certain Excavators;
· any service(s) that your company provides/sells related to Certain Excavators; and
· customers of these products and/or services.

	[bookmark: _Hlk90974036]We retail excavators from 1.7 tonne up to 130 tonne. We also offer aftermarket services to maintain and service this equipment out in the marketplace.





2. Please provide the number of employees for each of your company’s 10 largest UK sites (by number of employees).

	Site Address
	Number of Employees (FTE)
	Is this site linked to the production, sales, or supply of any product(s) that use Certain Excavators? Y/N

	Unit 9, Landgate Industrial Estate, Wigan, WN4 0BW
	[redacted – commercially sensitive information]
	yes

	Westside, Sken, Westrhill, Aberdeen AB32 6UJ
	[redacted – commercially sensitive information]
	yes

	Polbeth Ind estate, Polbeth, West Calder, EH558UU
	[redacted – commercially sensitive information]
	yes

	New Front St, Tanfield Lea, Stanley, DH9 9LY
	[redacted – commercially sensitive information]
	yes

	Unit Three Tomkat Yard, Crew Lane, Spouthwell, Notts, NG25 0TZ
	[redacted – commercially sensitive information]
	yes

	Station Works, Weston Road, Bretforton, Evesham, Worchester, WR11 7QA
	[redacted – commercially sensitive information]
	yes

	Tidworth Road, Ludgershall, Andover, SP11 9QE
	[redacted – commercially sensitive information]
	yes

	[redacted – commercially sensitive information]
	[redacted – commercially sensitive information]
	yes

	insert additional rows for each site
	
	




Information relating to sales
	
3. Please provide the quantity and value of sales in the last financial year for those products listed above which use or incorporate Certain Excavators. Please complete the table below. 

	Financial Year (MM/YY to MM/YY)
	We only started the business in January 2024

	

	Product name
	Quantity (please include units)
	Value of sales (£)

	
	
	

	
	
	

	insert additional rows for each product that your company manufactures/sells
	
	



4. Please provide your company’s total sales revenue for the last financial year. 

We want to get a sense of the importance of Certain Excavators relative to the sales of your company as a whole. 

	We only started the business from the 1st of January this year, however we are budgeted to retail [redacted – commercially sensitive information], which would generate the business, [redacted – commercially sensitive information]. On top of this we would be generating [redacted – commercially sensitive information] worth of [redacted – commercially sensitive information]. This is all very much dependent on our retail forecast being achieved. If competition is reduced due to the increase in costs of machinery, this will lead to a reduction in demand. This in turn will affect our research and development and the number of employees we have hired. If we become less competitive and do not retail the number of units that is required for our business plan, we will probably not survive. 






Information relating to costs

In this section, we want to get a sense of the importance of Certain Excavators relative to the total cost of the product(s) that your company manufactures/sells.

5. Please provide the cost of raw material in the last financial year for those products listed in question 3 which use or incorporate Certain Excavators. Please complete the table below. 

	Financial Year (MM/YY to MM/YY)
	

	

	Product name
	Costs of Certain Excavators (£)
	Total cost of other raw materials (£)

	
	
	

	
	
	

	insert additional rows for each product that your company manufactures/sells
	
	



6. Please provide the labour, indirect and total cost in the last financial year for those products which use or incorporate Certain Excavators. Please complete the table below. 

	Financial Year (MM/YY to MM/YY)
	

	






	Product name
	Labour costs (£)
	Indirect/overhead costs (£)
	Full manufacturing cost (£)
	Quantity produced
(please include units)

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	insert additional rows for each product that your company manufactures/sells
	
	
	
	



7. Please complete the table below to provide Administrative, Selling & General costs in the last financial year for those products which use or incorporate Certain Excavators.

	Financial Year (MM/YY to MM/YY) 
	 

	

	Product name 
	Selling costs (£)
(e.g. sales commissions) 
	Administrative & general costs (£)
(e.g. marketing and advertising) 
	Others (£)
(e.g. freight costs, R&D)
	Quantity sold
(please include units) 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	insert additional rows for each product that your company manufactures/sells 
	 
	 
	 
	 



8. If production of those products which use or incorporate Certain Excavators was to increase, without exceeding your production capacity, which costs would remain constant (fixed) and which would increase (variable)?

	Please answer here







Information relating to availability of substitute products
	
9. Please provide details (name and country of origin) of your company’s supplier(s) of Certain Excavators. 

	[redacted – commercially sensitive information]




10. Are there other sources of supply for Certain Excavators? How feasible would it be for your company to switch to these suppliers if prices for Certain Excavators change? 

Please provide any relevant information.

We want to understand whether Certain Excavators are produced in countries other than the PRC. 

	It would not be possible to change to sell other machines as this requires separate agreements with other manufacturers, we do not have other dealership agreements for other manufacturers and are unlikely to secure them as they have their own established dealerships.





11. Are there products that could be easily substituted for Certain Excavators? How feasible would it be for your company to switch to these products if prices for Certain Excavators change? Please provide any relevant information. 

We want to understand the availability of products with similar characteristics to Certain Excavators.

	[bookmark: _Hlk89853823]It would not be possible to change – see above. 





An Interested Party has requested that a maximum tonne weight is added to the PCN table as the largest Excavators manufactured in the UK are 50 Tonne. Please complete the below questions:

12. If a maximum weight limit of 50 tonnes was applied, how would this affect interchangeability and substitutability with excavators over 50 tons? 

	Excavators over 50 tons operate in a much more demanding application than excavators under 50T. For example, demolition & quarry operating with large attachments required for the particular application. In these applications, interchangeability will not work as the ‘lighter’ excavators will be unable to operate the larger attachments. Vice versa, there would not be much point in using an excavator over 50 tons for a project where a ‘lighter’ excavator is required. Using a larger machine than is necessary could cause extensive damage to the finished project and add unnecessary time and costs to the process. 




13. How does the end use of an excavator with a maximum weight of 50 tonnes differ from the end use of an excavator over 50 tonnes?

	As described above, an excavator with a maximum weight of 50 ton cannot operate attachments built for excavators over 50 ton. They are used for different types of jobs/projects due to their weight and size. They are not easy to transport and so are mainly used for one location. In addition to this, there is a massive safety issue as the lighter excavator will be extremely unstable when attempting to operate with heavier attachments. For certain jobs, using an excavator over 50 ton also runs the risk of causing damage to the finished grounds.




14. How would the imposition of an upper weight limit affect competition between excavators with a maximum weight of 50 tonnes and those above a maximum weight of 50 tonnes?

	
In accordance with the above the application, technical specification and customers for machines over 50 tons are different. The imposition of an upper weight limit will therefore not effect competition with machines below that weight, they do not compete with each other and adding a tariff would not alter that. 
	




15. What is the difference in price and quality between an excavator with a maximum weight of 50 tonnes and an excavator above a maximum weight of 50 tonnes?

	There is no difference in build quality between excavators with a maximum weight of 50 ton and excavators above 50 ton. Excavators above 50 ton cost significantly more (depending on the model they may cost [redacted – commercially sensitive information]). 




Other questions

16. How price-sensitive is demand for products that use or incorporate Certain Excavators? 

In other words, to what extent will sales fall if you raise prices? Please provide any relevant information. 

	The market is very competitive with products produced in a number of countries (including Japan, America, UK, Korea, China and Europe). There are a number of differentiators between the machines, from accessories, technical spec and price. Customers are very price sensitive and margins in the industries our customers work in are often very low. Due to the low margins a number of customers are forced to buy on price or the cost (as with finance the cost is often different to the customer than simply going for the lowest full price machine cost).



17. Please tell us how you would expect the implementation of a tariff on Certain Excavators from the PRC to affect your company and industry.

	[bookmark: _Hlk72398743]The implementation of a tariff on certain excavators will result in a loss of sales & revenues. This will ultimately affect businesses by resulting in financial losses, redundancies and businesses falling into insolvencies.
We anticipate we could not survive if the demand drops off, our projections are based on current prices and demand. There is already a tight market and tariffs would probably cause insolvencies and complete lack of sales which we do not anticipate we could survive. 



18. Is there any other information you would like to provide to help us assess the likely effect of a tariff on Certain Excavators from the PRC on the overall economic interest of the UK?

	Other related industries would be affected, including the engineering industry who provides the maintenance, inspection and servicing of machinery; the financial industry as our Goods are often provided to customers who use private finance agreements; and warehousing/logistics who are involved in research and development and storage of Goods. 
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