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Jobs lost as chemical firm
awaits plant sale

R

Venator has sites in Greatham, Wynyard and Birtley in the UK

22 October 2025
Updated 23 October 2025

More than 270 workers at a chemical firm have been made redundant as one
of its plants is left idle prior to a sale bid.

Venator Materials UK, which operates from Wynyard, Greatham and Birtley,
went into administration in September, due to rising costs and increased
competition.
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The company said the decision to appoint administrators was difficult but
would "provide an opportunity to restructure and pursue the sale process".

However, Unite the union described it as a cynical move and a betrayal of its
members.

On appointment of Alvarez and Marsal as administrators, 273 staff were made
redundant, and 232 retained to assist in the administration process.

In October an asset purchase agreement was signed for the Greatham plant,
and administrators said they intended to maintain the facility in an idle state
through to completion of the sale.

'‘Without warning'

Karen Askwith, managing director at Venator, said: "Despite extensive efforts
to stabilise the UK business, the Venator Materials UK Ltd board of directors
has taken decisive action to protect stakeholder interests and made the
difficult decision to appoint administrators.

"This provides an opportunity to restructure whilst we continue to pursue the
completion of the sale process for the Greatham plant and associated TiO2
pigment assets.

"We recognise the impact this decision has and it is not one we have taken
lightly."

She blamed the downturn in the TiO2 industry and "financial pressures" for
the decision.

Fazia Hussain-Brown, Unite regional officer, said: "Our members at Greatham
and Wynyard have had the rug pulled from under by Venator.

"Unite has committed to working with Venator to support workers during the
transition to the new ownership and instead, without warning, it has placed
itself into administration and potentially destroyed the jobs of over 230
workers.

"This is a cynical move and Unite will be supporting our members over the
next few days as the picture becomes clearer of what this betrayal looks like."

Follow BBC Tees on X, Facebook, Nextdoor and Instagram.

Get in touch

Do you have a story suggestion for BBC Tees?


https://x.com/BBCTees
https://www.facebook.com/bbctees
https://bbc.in/3yyMYUI
https://www.instagram.com/bbcneandcumbria/

Related topics

Greatham Birtley

More on this story

Jobs at risk as chemicals firm put up for
sale

L
|
1 11 1

BB 4 September 2025

Related internet links

Venator

Unite

From other local news sites

One person taken to hospital after crash following 'medical emergency' on
A19

Northern Echo

'Sadistic bully' who tortured women while holding them captive put
behind bars

Northern Echo

Darlington and Stockton councils hit by major IT outage lose internet and
phone lines

Darlington & Stockton Times


https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/topics/c8zwnrr1njxt
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/topics/cp29j5lzxn4t
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/c2ejdge0xgmo
https://www.venatorcorp.com/
https://www.unitetheunion.org/
https://www.newsdesk.lexisnexis.com/click/?t=4&a=59442677737&f=News&s=1&ci=334&i=283&si=36190&fmi=169659548&e=Northern+Echo&d=685&mbc=Q1QzL2E9NTk0NDI2Nzc3MzcmcD0xNGUmdj0xJng9ZHlJdHFWZUNQTkVNU0p0SlllUWh3QSZ1MT1ORCZ1Mj11cC11cm46dXNlcjpQQTE4NzU1MjI3MA&fi=25472&ac=&ck=97b87d17c3e719b6
https://www.newsdesk.lexisnexis.com/click/?t=4&a=59442468602&f=News&s=1&ci=334&i=283&si=36190&fmi=169659548&e=Northern+Echo&d=685&mbc=Q1QzL2E9NTk0NDI0Njg2MDImcD0xNGUmdj0xJng9cGkwa3dRY214eXZxaDV4d2hkby1tZyZ1MT1ORCZ1Mj11cC11cm46dXNlcjpQQTE4NzU1MjI3MA&fi=25472&ac=&ck=a0dc5a3031d76b6f
https://www.newsdesk.lexisnexis.com/click/?t=4&a=59442104874&f=News&s=1&ci=334&i=283&si=12924&fmi=169662731&e=Darlington+%26+Stockton+Times&d=685&mbc=Q1QzL2E9NTk0NDIxMDQ4NzQmcD0xNGUmdj0xJng9dzZkU25zVDV5RnBQUDZmUWhLZ2ZHQSZ1MT1ORCZ1Mj11cC11cm46dXNlcjpQQTE4NzU1MjI3MA&fi=25472&ac=&ck=0aa0f6208b2a5b39
https://www.thenorthernecho.co.uk/
https://www.thenorthernecho.co.uk/
https://www.darlingtonandstocktontimes.co.uk/

