Comments on the Statement of Essential Facts for the Transitional Review (Case No. TD0057) – Anti-Dumping Measures on Certain Aluminium Foil Originating in the People’s Republic of China
On 13 October 2025, the UK Trade Remedies Authority (“TRA”) issued the Statement of Essential Facts for the transitional review concerning the continuation of anti-dumping duties on certain aluminium foil in rolls originating in the People’s Republic of China. TRA concluded that:
· The dumping of the subject goods would continue or recur if the anti-dumping measures were terminated; and
· The injury to the UK industry would recur if the duties were removed.
Qingdao Wohler Aluminium Environmental Technology Co., Ltd. (“Wohler Aluminium”), together with its affiliated companies - Qingdao Wohler Household Product Co., Ltd. (“Wohler Household”) and Wohler Qingdao Co., Ltd. (“Wohler Qingdao”) (collectively referred to as the “Wohler Group”), submits the following comments:
1. The Wohler Group Fully Cooperated with the Transitional Review Investigation
Since the initiation of this transitional review, the Wohler Group has demonstrated full compliance with the investigation procedures, providing complete and timely responses to all TRA requests. Specifically:
· Active Registration as an Interested Party: Upon the review’s initiation, Wohler Aluminium registered as an interested party before the deadline, confirming its intent to participate and present its case.
· Submission of Complete Responses: The Wohler Group prepared and submitted a detailed response in accordance with TRA’s requirements, including: Corporate structure and ownership details; Export and domestic sales data (covering pricing, volumes, and customer information); Cost and production information (including raw material costs, labour, and manufacturing expenses).
· Timely Submission of Supplemental Responses: When TRA issued follow-up questionnaires (supplemental questionnaires), the Wohler Group responded promptly and comprehensively, providing additional clarifications (e.g., pricing strategies, exchange rate impacts, and transaction-specific documentation) to address TRA’s inquiries.
The Wohler Group met all procedural obligations and submitted all requested information within deadlines, ensuring transparency and cooperation throughout the investigation.
2. The Wohler Group Did Not Dump in the UK During the Investigation Period
Since the Wohler Group was not involved in the original 2011 EU anti-dumping investigation as it was established after the initiation of that case, it was subject to the “all other companies” margin of 35.6%.
Despite this high rate, the Group secured supply contracts with major UK retailers (e.g., WM Morrison Supermarkets Limited, “Morrisons”) due to its high-quality products and strong industry reputation.
Key evidence in the response demonstrating no dumping:
(1) Export Prices Were Higher Than Domestic Prices
The Wohler Group’s UK export prices (FOB) were consistently higher than its domestic sales prices for the same products during the investigation period. This is supported by submitted sales data (invoices, customs records, and financial statements), which TRA can independently verify.
(2) No Injury to the UK Market
Since the Wohler Group’s export prices were above UK domestic prices, there was no price undercutting or predatory pricing that could harm UK producers. The Wohler Group’s product quality and reliability evidenced by its successful supply to Morrisons further confirm that its market presence was based on competitiveness, not unfair trade practices.
Thus, the Wohler Group did not engage in dumping in the UK and did not contribute to any injury to the UK industry.
3. The Wohler Group Should Be Granted an Individual (Separate) Dumping Margin
Given the Wohler Group’s full cooperation with the investigation and lack of dumping behaviour in the UK, it is unreasonable and inconsistent with fair trade principles for TRA to deny an individual margin.​​
Under WTO Anti-Dumping Agreement and EU/UK anti-dumping rules, cooperating exporters that demonstrate no dumping should receive an individual margin, rather than being subjected to the “all other companies” rate, which in this case is the residual 35.6% duty.
TRA must assess each exporter’s individual circumstances including pricing, costs, and market behaviour rather than applying a one-size-fits-all penalty. The Wohler Group’s export prices were higher than domestic prices, proving no dumping occurred. Imposing the same duty as confirmed dumpers is unjust when the Group has complied fully and operated fairly. Denying an individual margin penalises a compliant company that has no history of unfair trade practices, while UK importers (e.g., Morrisons) face unnecessary costs due to an unfairly high duty.
The Wohler Group strongly requests that TRA grant an individual dumping margin even if the overall anti-dumping measures against Chinese aluminium foil are maintained. If TRA finds that general duties are necessary, the Wohler Group’s unique circumstances justify a separate lower rate. Denying this request would be disproportionate and contrary to fair trade principles.​​
4. Conclusion and Request
The Wohler Group respectfully submits that:
(1) It fully complied with the investigation by submitting all required information on time;
(2) It did not dump in the UK and its export prices were higher than domestic prices with no injury;
(3) It deserves an individual margin based on WTO rules and fairness to compliant exporters.
Therefore, the Wohler Group requests that TRA:​​
(1) to grant an individual separate anti-dumping margin rather than applying the residual rate;
(2) to ensure fair treatment for a cooperative and non-dumping exporter.​​
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​                    Qingdao Wohler Aluminium Environmental Technology Co., Ltd.​​
​Qingdao Wohler Household Product Co., Ltd.​​
​Wohler Qingdao Co., Ltd.​​
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