
Submission by the Government of Japan on the TRA’s Determination to Extend the Safeguard Measures on Steel Products

1. Japan and the United Kingdom (hereinafter referred to as “UK”) have maintained sound relationship in the economic area for decades and have contributed greatly to maintaining and strengthening multilateral trading system so far.
2. The Government of Japan (“GOJ”) has the honour to submit its views on TRA’s Statement of Intended Final Determination dated 21 Feb 2024, as well as UK’s notification to WTO Committee (G/SG/N/6/GBR/1/Suppl.4, G/SG/N/8/GBR/1/Suppl.8) dated 21 Feb 2024, on the extension review investigation of the safeguard measures on steel products, since the Government of Japan is deeply concerned about the extension of the concerned measures.
3. The UK has explained that the concerned safeguard measures, which was initiated in 2018 by the European Union (“EU”), have been “transited” to the UK, since its Brexit in January 2020.  However, the alleged “transition” does not have any basis in the WTO Agreement.  Even if the UK could “transit” the measures, arguendo, the EU’s determination of “threat of serious injury” and “increased imports” at the time of the imposition of the measures was only about the domestic industry in the EU.  There have been no finding of the serious injury and increased imports with respect to the UK domestic industry until now.  The measures have been continued, and repeatedly extended in 2020, 2021 and 2022, without the basic prerequisites found or satisfied. 
4. Since the discussions of the potential “transition” of the measures, the GOJ constantly expressed its concerns on the WTO consistency.  Also, in a variety of occasions including WTO SG Committee meetings, bilateral consultations, and the discussions related to the UK’s accession to the CPTPP, the GOJ have requested that the above WTO inconsistencies of the measures should be corrected as soon as possible. The GOJ understands that the UK also committed to addressing the above WTO consistency issues when it initiated the review investigation. However, it is deeply regrettable that the TRA determined that the measures are extended until 2026, without addressing the WTO consistency issues at all. 
5. The GOJ strongly requests that the UK conduct the review carefully, by paying due consideration to the full consistency with the WTO Agreement and the CPTPP.  In this context, the GOJ reserves its rights to make further requests permitted under the WTO Agreement.
