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Subsequently, greater solar energy development arose and applied for authorization in the RRED Zones, but for a time, 
some of them and other solar farms instead used another tax expenditure—see 2.047, Solar Projects. Then, for several 
years, solar developers found greater favor with RRED Zones, and interest for re /designations of such zones grew as a 
result (and because of possibilities with harnessing wave or tidal energy). Investments in utility scale solar energy were 
often approved in RRED zones using the $5 million waiver noted above, absolving them of necessarily maintaining one 
or more employees inside the zone (typically the entire county). The relative attractiveness of 2.047, Solar Projects was 
more recently improved by 2021 legislation (SB 154).

Nevertheless, the RRED Zone statutes offer a clearer basis for counties to negotiate side issues with energy developers, 
including possibly additional ‘in lieu of like’ payments. This expenditure may also represent a better deal for other local 
taxing districts that depend more on property tax revenues.
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