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1. UK export volumes (rPET food-grade, aggregate)
INTCO MALAYSIA SDN BHD has continuously supplied rPET food-grade resin into the UK market through a stable base of UK converters. Approximate annual UK export volume is 2,000 tonnes per year, in pellet and flake form. Year-on-year UK sales have grown over the period 2022–2025 reflecting UK regulatory demand-pull (Plastic Packaging Tax, April 2022) and customer recycled-content commitments.
2. Customer relationships
INTCO MALAYSIA SDN BHD has long-term supply arrangements with two UK customers: Esterform Ltd and POLYMERX Ltd, both serving the UK food and beverage packaging segments. Specific customer-level volumes, contract durations and prices are confidential and redacted; the rationale is set out in document 07.
3. Impact of a 90% safeguard duty
Applying a 90% safeguard duty (as requested by the applicant) on rPET food-grade resin would render UK-bound exports from INTCO commercially unviable. Because UK demand for rPET is price-inelastic (driven by regulatory and brand-owner sustainability commitments that cannot be substituted by vPET), UK customers will be forced to seek non-UK sources of rPET only if alternative non-affected origins exist. This will (i) damage UK food brand-owner compliance plans; (ii) undermine UK recycling-stream demand; (iii) cause direct loss of Malaysian production output and employment at INTCO's Malaysian plant(s).
4. Regulatory separability
Food-contact rPET sold into the UK by INTCO requires separate food-contact approval (EFSA / FSA), functional barrier evaluation, and recycling process approval — distinct from vPET. This regulatory separability supports the proposition that rPET and vPET are not 'like products' for safeguard purposes and should not be subject to the same measure.
5. Malaysian developing-country status
Malaysia is classified by the United Nations as a developing country and is a member of the G-77 and the WTO. Imports from Malaysia should accordingly be exempt from any safeguard measure under the Special and Differential Treatment principle (Article 9.1 of the Safeguards Agreement, paragraph 4.10).
6. Double-cumulation concern
Malaysia-origin PET is already subject to countervailing duties in the EU (extended 2025), and to ongoing antidumping investigations in Mexico and Brazil. A UK safeguard would create a triple cumulative burden inconsistent with the proportionality principle in Article 5.1.




