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When you have completed each form, indicate the confidentiality status of the document by placing an  in the relevant box below and in the header of the form:

☐	Confidential
[bookmark: _Hlk536188791]☒	Non-confidential (will be made available on the public file)

Please note that you will have to provide a confidential and a non-confidential version of this registration form. Both copies must be returned to the TRA using the Trade Remedies Service by 19 August 2026.


Introduction

Registration of interest to the investigation

We invite interested parties and contributors to register their interest in this investigation by completing the relevant sections as indicated in this form and submitting the completed form using the Trade Remedies Service.

An interested party is either:
a) a government of the foreign countries or territories subject to the investigation;
b) an overseas exporter, an overseas producer or an importer of the goods subject to the investigation;
c) a UK producer of goods that are like or directly competitive with the goods subject to the investigation; or
d) a trade or business association representing one or more of the parties under (b) and (c).

A contributor is a person or company who is not an interested party but who wants to register so that they can participate in an investigation.

Scope of the investigation
The goods subject to investigation (Goods Concerned) are:

Poly(ethylene Terephthalate) resin, whether virgin produced poly(ethylene terephthalate) ("vPET") having a viscosity number of 74 ml/g or higher or recycled poly(ethylene terephthalate) ("rPET") of the same viscosity range.

For further details, please refer to the Notice of Initiation on the public file. 

Completing this form

To register to this case, you need to provide two copies of your response to this form: a confidential and a non-confidential version. Your non-confidential version should be as similar as possible to your confidential version except for the redaction of the confidential information, or in exceptional circumstances, a statement of reasons why the information could not be meaningfully summarised. 

Both copies must be returned to the TRA by 19 August 2026 using the Trade Remedies Service (www.trade-remedies.service.gov.uk). If information is not supplied in a reasonable time, then the TRA will be free to make determinations on the basis of facts available. 

The non-confidential version of your registration form may be placed on the public file.

It is your responsibility to ensure that the non-confidential version does not contain any confidential information, which includes personal contact information, names and signatures. Please see the TRA’s public guidance[footnoteRef:2] for further information on providing confidential information and non-confidential summaries. [2:  https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/the-uk-trade-remedies-investigations-process/the-tras-investigation-process] 


All information provided to the TRA in confidence will be treated accordingly and only used for this investigation (except in limited circumstance as permitted by regulation 17 of the Trade Remedies (Increase in Imports Causing Serious Injury to UK Producers) (EU Exit) Regulations 2019) and will be stored in protected systems. The non-confidential version of your submission will be placed on the public file.

Request to complete a detailed questionnaire

If, on the basis of the information provided in this form, we may request further information up to and including a full questionnaire, if a party submits import/export data which significantly contradicts official UK customs data.

If your company is requested to complete a full questionnaire, you will be asked to respond to the questions in the detailed questionnaire and to support the TRA in authenticating your responses. This may involve the TRA conducting a remote authentication meeting.

In failing to do so, your company may be deemed not to have cooperated in the investigation. In the absence of cooperation, the TRA will base its findings on facts available. This may result in an outcome that is less favourable to your company than if it had cooperated.
[bookmark: _The_scope_of][bookmark: _Toc115266749][bookmark: _Toc115266742]

Section A: About your company


[bookmark: _Toc115266750]A1. Contact and company information 
1. Please complete the table below, ensuring that the point of contact has given the authority to provide this information:
	Name (point of contact):
	Redacted – personal information

	Address:
	310, Pangyo-ro, Bundang-gu, Seongnam-si, Gyeonggi-do 13494, Republic of Korea

	Email:
	Redacted – personal information

	Website:
	www.skchemicals.com


If you are representing a company, please fill in the information below:
	Legal name of the organisation:
	SK Chemicals Co., Ltd.

	Other operating names:
	SK Chemicals

	Legal structure (e.g., limited company, sole trader, state-owned etc):
	Corporation (publicly listed company)

	Location of company’s primary activities (country):
	Republic of Korea

	Countries you operate in:
	Republic of Korea and overseas markets through affiliated entities and sales offices

	Year of establishment:
	1969

	Position in the organisation:
	Manager, Copolyester Global Business Team


2. Please explain your interest in this investigation.
	SK Chemicals Co., Ltd. is a Korean producer of specialty copolyester resins. During the Period of Investigation (POI), SK Chemicals produced certain specialty copolyester grades that were exported to the United Kingdom under commodity code 3907 6100. Sales to UK customers were conducted through SK Chemicals GmbH, SK Chemicals Co., Ltd.'s wholly-owned German subsidiary, and are therefore treated as indirect exports for the purposes of this registration. SK Chemicals is registering as an interested party. The products exported by SK Chemicals are Specialty Copolyester Resins (PETG), which are technically, functionally and commercially distinct from Traditional PET resins in terms of chemical composition, end-use applications, processing/performance characteristics and commercial positioning. SK Chemicals requests that these differences be taken into account when the TRA determines the product scope and assesses any potential safeguard measure.


3. Indicate whether your company is a member of any representative organisations (e.g. a trade body or chamber of commerce). If so, please specify.
	Yes. SK Chemicals Co., Ltd. is a member of the Korea International Trade Association (KITA), a representative trade organisation in the Republic of Korea.


A2. Your company’s activities 
1. To determine your company’s role for the purpose of this investigation, please select the most applicable option for your company. Please refer to the period of investigation (POI) defined on page 1.
Overseas producers and exporters

☒ [A2.1]	During the POI, we both produced and directly/indirectly exported the goods concerned to the UK.
	Note: Please complete sections A3, A4, and B.

☐ [A2.2]	During the POI, we produced the goods concerned, but did not export to the UK.
	Note: Please complete sections A3 and B.

☐ [A2.3]	During the POI, we directly/indirectly exported the goods concerned to the UK, but did not produce the goods concerned.
	Note: Please complete sections A4 and B.

UK producers and importers

☐ [A2.4]	During the POI, we produced goods that are like the goods concerned in the UK and imported the goods concerned to the UK.
Note: Please complete sections A5, A6, and B.

☐ [A2.5]	During the POI, we produced goods that are like the goods concerned in the UK (i.e. the UK like goods), but we did not import the goods concerned or like goods.
Note: Please complete sections A5 and B.

☐ [A2.6]	During the POI, we imported the goods concerned to the UK, but we did not produce the goods that are like the goods concerned (the UK like goods).
	Note: Please complete sections A6 and B.

Other

☐ [A2.7]	Other.
Note: Please complete section B.

[bookmark: _Toc115266751]
2. Indicate whether your company is a member of any representative organisations (e.g. a trade body or chamber of commerce). If so, provide a copy of any relevant documentation.
SK Chemicals Co., Ltd. is a member of the Korea International Trade Association (KITA), a representative trade organisation in the Republic of Korea.

A3. Production and domestic sales of the goods concerned

	Complete this section if you indicated under A2 that you are a producer of the goods concerned.


1. Please refer to the description of the goods concerned on page 2. In the field below, describe the goods that you produce and that fall within the description.
	SK Chemicals produces Specialty Copolyester Resins (PETG), including grades such as K2012 and related products that were exported to the UK during the POI.

Traditional PET resin is generally used for commodity applications such as beverage bottles and standard packaging and is produced to meet conventional PET processing and performance requirements.

In contrast, SK Chemicals’ specialty copolyester resins (PETG) are chemically modified polyester materials containing additional comonomers and are specifically designed to provide differentiated processing and performance characteristics. These products differ from Traditional PET resins in chemical composition, processing behaviour, end-use applications, customer qualification requirements and commercial positioning.

The products exported by SK Chemicals to the UK during the POI were these specialty copolyester resins (PETG), not conventional commodity-grade Traditional PET resin. Although certain grades are classified under commodity code 3907 6100, SK Chemicals considers that customs classification alone does not reflect the material technical and commercial differences between its PETG products and Traditional PET resins.

Accordingly, SK Chemicals respectfully requests that its PETG products be assessed separately from Traditional PET resins when the TRA considers product scope, substitutability and the impact of any potential safeguard measure.


2. Please provide your company’s total production volumes and production capacity for the goods concerned during the period of investigation (POI) in the table below.
	[Tonnes]
	01/01/2021 –31/12/2021
	01/01/2022 –31/12/2022
	01/01/2023 –31/12/2023
	01/01/2024 –31/12/2024
	01/01/2025 –31/12/2025

	Volume
		185,000 -
230,000



		195,000 - 
240,000



		170,000 - 
215,000



		190,000 - 
235,000



		175,000 - 220,000




	Capacity
	215,000 -265,000
	215,000 -265,000
	215,000 -265,000
	215,000 -265,000
	215,000 -265,000


*Figures represent the relevant specialty copolyester production portfolio.
Consider providing these figures in ranges in your non-confidential version of this form, in accordance with our guidance.
3. Please give details of all associated parties involved with the company in the production and sales (export and/or domestic) of the goods concerned during the period of investigation. Both natural persons (individuals) and legal persons (e.g. companies) are considered to be associated where they meet the definition of ‘Related Persons’ in regulation 128 of the Customs (Import Duty) (EU Exit) Regulations 2018.
	Company name
	Company location
(city, country)
	Activities
	Relationship

	SK Chemicals GmbH
	Eschborn, Germany
	Sales and distribution of SK Chemicals products in Europe, including sales to UK customers
	Wholly-owned subsidiary of SK Chemicals Co., Ltd. (100% ownership)


+Add additional rows as required
Consider redacting this information in your non-confidential version of this form, in accordance with our guidance.
4. If you do not export the goods concerned to the UK either directly or via associated parties, please describe how your products are exported to the UK (e.g. via unrelated wholesalers).
	SK Chemicals Co., Ltd. produces the relevant specialty copolyester products in the Republic of Korea. During the POI, sales to UK customers were conducted through its associated party, SK Chemicals GmbH in Germany. Accordingly, the relevant UK sales are reported as indirect exports in Section A4.


5. Please provide the total of your domestic sales volumes and sales values of the goods concerned produced by your company during the POI (01/01/2025 to 31/12/2025) in the table below.
	Domestic sales
	01/01/2021 –31/12/2021
	01/01/2022 –31/12/2022
	01/01/2023 –31/12/2023
	01/01/2024 –31/12/2024
	01/01/2025 –31/12/2025

	Volume [tonnes]
	40,000-47,000
	40,000-47,000
	40,000-47,000
	40,000-47,000
	40,000-47,000

	Value [£]
	            56,000,000-72,000,000 
	66,000,000-81,000,000
	66,000,000-81,000,000
	            66,000,000-81,000,000
	           66,000,000-81,000,000



Consider providing these figures in ranges in your non-confidential version of this form, in accordance with our guidance.
6. Were there significant fluctuations in major input costs (such as raw materials or energy) across the POI, which had a material impact on the overall cost to make of the goods? If yes, please provide details of these fluctuations.
	SK Chemicals experienced an increase in manufacturing input costs during the early part of the POI, particularly in 2021 and 2022. This increase was mainly driven by higher raw-material and utility/energy costs during a period of significant volatility in global crude oil, petrochemical feedstock and energy markets following the COVID-19 pandemic.

Raw-material costs increased materially from 2021 to 2022 and then remained broadly stable from 2023 through 2025. Utility costs also increased during the POI and remained at a higher level than in 2021. These cost developments resulted in higher overall manufacturing costs and were subsequently reflected in selling prices.

Accordingly, the main cost fluctuation during the POI occurred in the earlier part of the period, while manufacturing costs were relatively stable thereafter.


7. Is your company or any of your associated parties related to any company in the UK, particularly any of the UK producers and/or importers of the goods that are like the goods concerned (the UK like goods)?
	Neither SK Chemicals Co., Ltd. nor SK Chemicals GmbH is related to any UK producer or importer of the Goods Concerned within the meaning of Regulation 128. UK customers and distributors are independent third parties.


8. Please provide any details of other goods you produce and/or sell for the UK market, other than the goods concerned.
	No other products relevant to this investigation were identified for UK sales during the POI.






A4. Direct and indirect exports of the goods concerned

	Complete this section if you indicated under A2 that you are an exporter of the goods concerned.



1. If you are not the producer of the goods concerned that you export to the UK, please provide details for your suppliers of the goods concerned and indicate whether these are the producers of the goods concerned in the table below.
	Company name
	Company location
(city, country)
	Relationship to your company
	Producer 
(Y/N)

	Not applicable
	Not applicable
	Not applicable
	Not applicable


+Add additional rows as required
Consider redacting this information in your non-confidential version of this form, in accordance with our guidance.

2. Please provide the total of your direct and indirect export volumes and export values of the goods concerned to the UK during the POI in the table below. 
Note: Exports to the UK via a third party (whether or not associated to your company), are to be considered indirect exports. Please provide the values on a CIF basis.
	Direct exports

	Commodity Code
	Export volume (POI) [tonnes]
	Export value (POI) [£]

	3907 6100
	0
	0

	3907 6900
	0
	0



	Indirect exports

	Commodity Code
	Export volume (POI) [tonnes]
	Export value (POI) [£]

	3907 6100
	3,900–5,200
	5.6–7.4 million

	3907 6900
	0
	0


Consider providing these figures in ranges in your non-confidential version of this form, in accordance with our guidance.

3. If your exports have not been made on a CIF basis, please explain the basis on which they have been reported. 
	The relevant shipments were made on a CIF basis.



4. Of your total PET exports to the UK during the POI, please state the share attributable to virgin produced PET, and recycled PET. 
	All products exported by SK Chemicals to the UK during the POI were Specialty Copolyester Resins (PETG). These products were produced entirely from virgin feedstock and contained no recycled PET. As explained in Section A3.1, SK Chemicals’ Specialty Copolyester Resins (PETG) are technically and commercially distinct from Traditional PET resins, including differences in chemical composition, processing characteristics, end-use applications and commercial positioning. Accordingly, SK Chemicals considers that these PETG products should not be treated as equivalent to Traditional PET solely because they are classified under the same or similar tariff heading.



5. If you exported the goods concerned to the UK via third parties, please provide details for these parties below.
	Company name
	Company location
(city, country)
	Activities
	Relationship

	SK Chemicals GmbH
	Eschborn, Germany
	Sales and distribution to UK customers
	Wholly-owned subsidiary of SK Chemicals Co., Ltd. (100% ownership)


+Add additional rows as required
Consider redacting this information in your non-confidential version of this form, in accordance with our guidance.



A5. Production and sales of goods produced in the UK that are like the goods concerned 

	Complete this section if you indicated under A2 that you are a producer in the United Kingdom of goods that are like the goods concerned (the UK like goods).



1. Please describe the goods that you produce in the UK and that you consider to be like the goods concerned (the UK like goods).
	Not applicable. SK Chemicals is not a UK producer.


2. Please provide your company’s total production volumes and production capacity for UK production of goods that are like the goods concerned (the UK like goods) during the POI in the table below.
	[Tonnes]
	01/01/2021 –31/12/2021
	01/01/2022 –31/12/2022
	01/01/2023 –31/12/2023
	01/01/2024 –31/12/2024
	01/01/2025 –31/12/2025

	Volume
	
	
	
	
	

	Capacity
	     
	
	
	
	


Consider providing these figures in ranges in your non-confidential version of this form, in accordance with our guidance.
3. Please provide the total of your domestic and export sales volumes and sales values of the goods that are like the goods concerned (the UK like goods) produced by your company in the UK during the POI in the table below.
	Domestic sales
	01/01/2021 –31/12/2021
	01/01/2022 –31/12/2022
	01/01/2023 –31/12/2023
	01/01/2024 –31/12/2024
	01/01/2025 –31/12/2025

	Volume [tonnes]
	
	
	
	
	

	Value [£]
	     
	
	
	
	



	Export sales
	01/01/2021 –31/12/2021
	01/01/2022 –31/12/2022
	01/01/2023 –31/12/2023
	01/01/2024 –31/12/2024
	01/01/2025 –31/12/2025

	Volume [tonnes]
	
	
	
	
	

	Value [£]
	     
	
	
	
	


Consider providing these figures in ranges in your non-confidential version of this form, in accordance with our guidance.
4. Were there significant fluctuations in major input costs (such as raw materials or energy) across the POI, which had a material impact on the overall cost to make of the goods that are like the goods concerned (the UK like goods)? If yes, please provide details of these fluctuations.
	


5. Do you produce and/or sell other goods for the UK market other than the goods that are like the goods concerned (the UK like goods)?
	





A6. UK imports of the goods concerned

	Complete this section if you indicated under A2 that you are an importer of the goods concerned.


1. Please refer to the description of the goods concerned on page 2. In the field below, describe the goods that you import and that fall within the description.
	Not applicable. SK Chemicals is not a UK importer for the purpose of this registration.


2. Please provide the total of your import volumes and import values of the goods concerned to the UK during the POI in the table below. Provide the values on a CIF basis.
	Total Imports
	01/01/2021 –31/12/2021
	01/01/2022 –31/12/2022
	01/01/2023 –31/12/2023
	01/01/2024 –31/12/2024
	01/01/2025 –31/12/2025

	Volume [tonnes]
	
	
	
	
	

	3907 6100
	
	
	
	
	

	3907 6900
	
	
	
	
	

	Value [£]
	     
	
	
	
	

	3907 6100
	
	
	
	
	

	3907 6900
	
	
	
	
	


Consider providing these figures in ranges in your non-confidential version of this form, in accordance with our guidance.
3. If your imports have not been reported on a CIF basis, please explain the basis on which they have been reported. 
	


4. Of your total PET imports to the UK during the POI, please state the share attributable to virgin produced PET and recycled PET. 
	


5. Please provide details for your suppliers of the goods concerned in the table below.
	Company name
	Company location
(city, country)
	Activities 
(producer, trader, etc.)
	Relationship

	     
	     
	     
	     


+Add additional rows as required
Consider redacting this information in your non-confidential version of this form, in accordance with our guidance.
6. Please specify your purpose in importing the goods concerned. Select all of the following options that are applicable to your company.
☐	We resell the goods unchanged to distributors or final customers.
☐	We process the goods before reselling them to distributors or final customers.
☐	We use the goods as input in our production of ________________________.
           (specify the product/s).
☐    We reexport the goods to third countries, namely____
☐	Other.
7. "If you selected "other", please specify your purpose for importing the goods concerned in the field below.
	


8. Please describe how the goods concerned compare to UK produced goods that are like the goods concerned in the field below.
	


9. Please specify whether and how your company is related to any exporters, overseas producers or UK companies involved in the production of the goods. 
	


Economic Interest Test 
10. Please provide all physical addresses (including postcode) of all your company’s UK sites/facilities involved in the importation of PET. Please specify the number of full-time equivalents (FTE) for each of your company’s UK sites or facilities. 
	


11. Please comment on how these employment figures would be affected if a safeguard measure was imposed.
	


12. How would your domestic sales of PET be affected if a safeguard measure was imposed?
	


13. How significant are the imports of PET relative to your company’s overall volume of imports?
	


14. Please describe how you would expect restrictions on imports of PET to affect each of the following. Where possible, please support your claims with evidence.
· Domestic prices of PET in the UK
· Total UK production of PET
· Total imports of PET
· Total exports of PET
	


15. Do you know of any related industries that would be affected if a safeguard measure was imposed? Please consider in particular: 
· Upstream industries – those who produce inputs (such as raw materials) needed for the production of PET;
· Downstream industries – those who purchase PET; and
· Industries for substitute goods – those which might be bought instead of PET.
	


16. To what extent would you expect any changes in prices of PET to be passed onto final consumers?
	


17. Would your plans for investment or expansion in the UK over the next five years be affected if a safeguard measure was imposed? Please support your claims with evidence.
	


18. How would a safeguard measure in the PET market affect the number or range of suppliers, their ability to differentiate products by price, quality, service, or innovation, and their ability to set agreed prices between themselves or for certain consumers or products?
	


19. How would the cost of switching between suppliers in the PET market be affected if a safeguard measure was imposed? Please provide an explanation.
	


20. If a safeguard measure was imposed, how would it affect the product choices available to consumers and the ability of downstream businesses or consumers to make informed decisions? Please provide an explanation.
	


21. Are there any additional economic factors that you consider to be relevant for the Economic Interest Test in this investigation?
	


22. As a public body, the TRA has an obligation under the Equality Act 2010 to ensure that the possible effects of its activities on different people are considered. This public sector Equality Duty covers the following protected characteristics: 
· age 
· disability 
· gender reassignment 
· marriage or civil partnership
· pregnancy and maternity
· race
· religion or belief
· sex
· sexual orientation
Please provide any relevant information about whether the imposition of a safeguard measure might disproportionately affect any of these groups or any other particular group.
	





Section B: Additional information

[bookmark: _Toc98925164][bookmark: _Toc110433995][bookmark: _Toc115266758]B1. Other known companies
We need contact information in order to notify all other known companies who may be interested in taking part in the investigation and making their views known.
B1.1 Exporters, importers, and UK producers
1. Please provide contact details of any other known exporters and importers of the goods concerned and UK producers of the goods that are like the goods concerned (the UK like goods) or directly competitive with the goods concerned (UK directly competitive goods) in the table below.
	Activities 
(exporter / importer / UK producer
	Company name
	Contact details (email)
	Location(s)
(if info is available)

	Not applicable
	
	
	


+Add additional rows as required
Consider redacting this information in your non-confidential version of this form, in accordance with our guidance.
B1.2 Upstream and downstream companies
1. Please provide contact details for UK companies from whom you purchase materials used to make the like goods (upstream companies) and UK companies who purchase the like goods from you (downstream companies) to help us obtain a more complete picture of the potential effects of a measure.

You are not obligated to provide this information but we will use any details you provide to get in touch with these companies and improve our understanding of the impacts of any potential measure.
	Activities 
(upstream / downstream)
	Company name
	Contact details (email)
	Location(s)
(if info is available)

	Downstream customer / converter
	Redacted – commercially sensitive customer information
	Redacted – commercially sensitive customer information
	United Kingdom


+Add additional rows as required
A major UK downstream customer for SK Chemicals’ Specialty Copolyester Resins (PETG) has been identified in the confidential version of this submission. Its purchasing and application requirements may assist the TRA in understanding the differentiated market and end-use characteristics of PETG compared with Traditional PET resins.

Consider redacting this information in your non-confidential version of this form, in accordance with our guidance.
B1.3 Any other companies
1. Please provide a list of any other known companies, including the nature of their company and any associations with other companies.

This may include, for example, companies that are involved in the importation, distribution, or sale of goods that are like the goods concerned from third countries.
	No additional companies are identified for disclosure at this registration stage. SK Chemicals may supplement this information if requested by the TRA.



[bookmark: _Toc98925166][bookmark: _Toc110433997][bookmark: _Toc115266760]B2. Goods
1. If you consider that the description of the goods concerned for the investigation should be varied, please specify the suggested changes and provide your reasons in the field below.
	The Goods Concerned are currently defined as Poly(ethylene Terephthalate) (“PET”) resin, whether virgin PET having a viscosity number of 74 ml/g or higher or recycled PET within the same viscosity range. SK Chemicals understands that this broad description may capture products under the same tariff classification even where their technical characteristics, applications and competitive conditions differ materially.

The applicant, Alpek Polyester UK Ltd., operates a PET resin production facility in Wilton, United Kingdom. Publicly available information indicates that Alpek’s PET resin business serves conventional packaging applications, including bottles and containers, among other applications.

In contrast, the products exported by SK Chemicals to the UK during the POI are Specialty Copolyester Resins (PETG). These PETG resins are chemically modified with additional comonomers, including cyclohexanedimethanol (“CHDM”), and are designed for differentiated applications and performance requirements. As explained in Section A3.1, SK Chemicals’ PETG products differ materially from Traditional PET resins in chemical composition, processing behaviour, physical and performance characteristics, end-use applications, customer qualification requirements and commercial positioning.

Consequently, SK Chemicals considers that its PETG products are not directly interchangeable with, and do not compete on the same basis as, Traditional PET resins used in conventional packaging applications. Classification under commodity code 3907.61 alone therefore does not adequately reflect these material differences.

SK Chemicals respectfully requests that the TRA exclude, or separately assess, such PETG products when determining the final product scope. For clarity, SK Chemicals proposes the following additional scope language:

Proposed Additional Scope Language:
Specifically excluded from the scope of this investigation are cyclohexanedimethanol (CHDM)-modified polyethylene terephthalate copolyester resins (PETG), regardless of intrinsic viscosity, which are technically and functionally distinct from Traditional PET resins.


2. Indicate in the box below any physical, commercial or functional differences between the goods concerned and the goods that are like or directly competitive with the goods concerned.
	SK Chemicals’ Specialty Copolyester Resins (PETG) differ materially from Traditional PET resins in several respects.

(1) Physical/chemical: they incorporate comonomers and are designed to provide differentiated processing and performance characteristics. 
(2) Functional: they are used in specialty applications where Traditional PET resins may not provide equivalent processing or performance.
(3) Commercial: they are positioned and priced as specialty materials rather than Traditional PET resins. 
(4) Substitutability: switching to Traditional PET resins may require changes to product design, processing conditions or performance requirements. 

These differences should be considered when assessing whether the products are like or directly competitive with Traditional PET resins.



[bookmark: _Toc110434001][bookmark: _Toc115266764]B3. Investigation
1. Can you comment on the allegations of increased quantities of imports of the goods concerned to the UK during the POI.
	As explained above, the products exported by SK Chemicals to the UK during the POI were Specialty Copolyester Resins (PETG), which are technically, functionally and commercially distinct from Traditional PET resins. Accordingly, any overall increase in imports of Traditional PET into the UK should not automatically be regarded as reflecting the same demand or import trend for SK Chemicals’ PETG products.

SK Chemicals’ PETG exports increased over the POI, but the trend was not continuous and included a material decline during the POI before subsequently increasing again. These changes were primarily driven by customer-specific demand and individual commercial projects in the UK market. The demand drivers, applications and competitive conditions for PETG differ from those for Traditional PET resins.

Accordingly, the increase in SK Chemicals’ PETG exports should not, in itself, be considered evidence of the import surge in Traditional PET that is the subject of this safeguard investigation.


2. Aside from the alleged increased quantity of imports of the goods concerned to the UK, please provide any details of any other factors that could have resulted in the alleged serious injury to the UK producers of the goods, for example:
· Contraction in demand or changes in patterns of consumption;
· Restrictive trade practices of, and competition between, third country and UK producers;
· Environmental regulations and commitments;
· Developments in technology; and 
· Export performance and the productivity of the UK. 
	SK Chemicals does not have sufficient information to determine the causes of any alleged serious injury to UK producers. In assessing causation, SK Chemicals considers that the TRA should examine factors other than import volumes, including changes in UK demand and consumption patterns, raw-material and energy costs, product mix, technology and productivity, export performance, and competition between different product segments. In particular, Specialty Copolyester Resins (PETG) should be distinguished from Traditional PET resins when assessing competitive effects.


3. Please provide comments on any aspect(s) of the investigation that you think pertinent as part of the case team’s assessment. Specifically, you may wish to comment on:
· The UK and / or global market for the goods concerned; and
· The impact of any potential safeguard measure upon the UK market including prices for the goods concerned, and for future exports of the goods concerned to the UK.
	A safeguard measure applied without sufficient product differentiation could increase costs and reduce supply options for UK downstream users of Specialty Copolyester Resins (PETG) where Traditional PET resins are not technically equivalent substitutes. It could also affect future UK supply of differentiated polyester grades. SK Chemicals therefore requests that any measure be designed and scoped so that technically and commercially distinct PETG products are not unintentionally treated in the same manner as Traditional PET resins.



B4. Other comments
1. Please use the field below to provide additional information that you consider relevant to this investigation.
	SK Chemicals operates a broader specialty copolyester business, including Specialty Copolyester Resins (PETG) with different compositions, performance characteristics and end-use applications.

As explained throughout this registration form, the products exported by SK Chemicals to the UK during the POI were Specialty Copolyester Resins (PETG), which are technically, functionally and commercially distinct from Traditional PET resins. Their demand is driven by different end-use applications, customer qualification requirements and performance needs, and they are not directly interchangeable with Traditional PET resins.

SK Chemicals therefore respectfully requests that the TRA ensure that the final product scope and any potential safeguard measure appropriately distinguish Specialty Copolyester Resins (PETG) from Traditional PET resins based on their technical characteristics, end-use applications and practical substitutability.


Consider redacting this information in your non-confidential version of this form, in accordance with our guidance.
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